Summary. Normally cycling primiparous Black Bengal nannies were studied by laparotomy at 8-h intervals between 24 and 48 h after the onset of oestrus. The ovulation r1ate was 4\m=.\00and ovulation occurred between 32 and 48 h after the onset of oestrus. The activity in the two ovaries was equal.
Introduction
For the most The follicles in the ovaries were distinguished and counted as small (1-2 mm in diameter), medium (3-5 mm), preovulatory (>6 mm), and ovulated (ruptured follicles).
The relative performance of the right and left ovaries was assessed by 2 tests and various interactions were compared by analysis of variance according to the methods described by Snedecor & Cochran (1968) .
Results and Discussion
The rupture sites of the Graafian follicles were characterized by a fossa with a cherry red or blood-oozing spot which was slightly elevated from the surface. All In this study, follicles less than 1 mm in diameter could not be conveniently counted at laparoscopy, but it can be assumed that such follicles were continuously growing for transfer to the pool of small follicles which remained constant. According to Pretorius (1971) (Bhattacharyya & Prasad, 1974) .
From the ovulation counts at 48 h after the onset of oestrus (4-00), it is obvious that the nannies of the Black Bengal breed have an ovulation rate higher than that known in any other caprine; 1-20 in Angora nannies (Shelton, 1960) , 1-07 in non-descript Indian goats (Basu, Goswami & De, 1961) , 1-28 in Norwegian goats (Lyngset, 1968) and 1-43 in Barbari nannies (Bhattacharyya & Prasad, 1974) .
Both the ovaries appear to take part equally in the process of reproduction in Black Bengal nannies ( 2 = 1-98; not significant), as they do in goats of the Barbari breed (Prasad, Das & Bhattacharyya, 1979) . The published evidence for monotocous breeds of goats is, however, in favour of greater activity in the right ovary (Lyngset, 1968; Achutankutty & Raja, 1971) . Nalbandov (1964) suggested that ovulation in the goat occurred between 9 and 19 h, and Salama (1972) reported that in local Egyptian goats ovulation occurred at about 27 h after onset of oestrus. Bhattacharyya & Prasad (1974) found that only 23-4% of ovulations took place at 20 h after onset of oestrus in nulliparous Barbari nannies.
A high ovulation rate is considered to be an important characteristic, as shown by the result of selection of sheep with this trait in recent years in Australia and New Zealand (Bindon & Piper, 1977) . Pashmina goats in India rarely produce twins. Since the heritability of the multiple birth trait is high (Bindon & Piper, 1977) , it is possible that the high ovulation rate of the Black Bengal breed can be incorporated into monotocous breeds of goats which are bred for their hair and undercoat.
